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“Usually they go limp, we pick them up 
and take them away. This is definitely 
new — running in the streets”!.O. cop 

I T WAS the type of demonstration 
that one does not see very often in 
North American cities these days. 
What took place was the most realistic 
display of anger and outrage to hit the 
streets of Toronto for many years. The 
level of resistance far surpassed the 
anti-Summit demonstration two 
weeks previous, and exceeded 
everyone’s idea of what would hap¬ 
pen. 

Consider the following: a contin¬ 
ued political pressure is evident 
throughout the anarchist Gathering 
from the media and police, who have 
set the stage for a news story which we 
wanted nothing to do with. 

Police and immigration officials 
increase the pressure by laying petty 
harassment charges on anarchists, 
including 5 Americans busted for sup¬ 
posedly lying to immigration at the 
border; two gatherers are issued jay¬ 
walking tickets; three cops enter a 
house illegally during a party and 
conduct a search without results. 

All of these incidents of harass¬ 
ment plus their ever-noticeable pres¬ 
ence at all events leads to an atmno- 
sphere of disgust for cops. On Sunday 
the news of the US massacre of Ira¬ 
nian people hit the Gathering, and a 


J ULY 1-4 anarchists from around 
the world gathered in Toronto for 
the biggest anarchist uncon¬ 
vention to happen in North America in 
recent years. Close to 1000 anarchists 
of all varieties arrived in town to attend 
almost 60 workshops, a banquet, four 
musical events, a day of networking, 
and a day of action. 

Despite police and immigration 
harrassment during the weekend, it 
was an amazing event which brought 
people together with others of like 


minds in an atmosphere of celebration 
and solidarity. Alot of information was 
shared during all the workshops and 
presentations, while the evenings 
were marked by parties and informal 
discussions. Sunday July 3, people 
from North America worked on solidi¬ 
fying networks of anarchist activists 
working on variuos projects and inter¬ 
ests such as prison solidarity, anti¬ 
racist action, anarcha-feminism and 
others. This was followed by a lengthy 
(coni on page 4) 


discussion of the next day’s actions 
happens. Consensus is reached to 
protest at the US consulate, rather 
than the previously planned street 
festival in yuppie heaven, Yorkville, as 
anarchists are always ready to change 
plans as the situation requires it. 

On Monday morning Toronto’s 
pacifists gave themselves over to po¬ 
lice in front of the Consulate in another 
show of futility, while everyone else 
waited until noon for the anarchists’ 
demo (though to their credit the paci¬ 
fists showed a great deal of solidarity 
with arrested anarchists later). 

Being at a specifically anarchist 
demo is something really different. 
There are no boring liberal speeches, 
(cont. on pg 2) 
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Retaliation (frompg. 1) 


no calls to lobby your lackey in parlia¬ 
ment, no protest police telling you to 
keep in line, and no meetings with 
police to “make sure everything goes 
according to plan”. As anarchists we 
will take no part in the state’s plans for 
how we protest. As we gathered out¬ 
side the US consulate on July 4, we 
were angry and not afraid to show it. 

“The information we had was that it 
was to be a peaceful demonstration” 
Deputy Police Scum McCormack 

When the police didn’t allow us to 
rally in front of the Consulate, we 
stayed on the island in the middle of 
the street. After a brief but noisy demo 
there, we moved south to the war 
memorial where several flags were 
torched. At this point the cops, not 
used to protestors showing their real 
feelings, began to provoke the crowd 
by pushing and shoving people, and 
ordering us off the streets. Naturally 
we took the streets. Not only did we 
take the streets, but we moved quickly 
(to avoid arrests) and most of us were 
masked to deter police photogra¬ 
phers. In response to what the cops 
saw as an uncontrolable crowd, they 
began beating people with clubs and 
making arrests. Horses were used as 
weapons, as they have been used at 
previous demos, and people were 
being trampled and chased with them. 

As anarchists we are not ones who 
initiate violence against anyone, in¬ 
cluding police, but when we are at¬ 
tacked we will fight back regardless of 


anyone’s so-called “authority”. 

An anarchist was thrown by a cop 
through a plate glass window; the cop 
was then thrown into the window by 
someone else. Police were attacked 
with fists and a 2x4 in response to their 
attacks. When a cop slipped on the 
grass and fell while he was chasing 
someone, the boots went to him imme¬ 
diately while his hat was carried off as 
a “trophy”. And, while people were 
being busted, probably for the first time 
in Toronto people came to their de¬ 
fense and tried to free them. This is a 
strong (and successful) act of solidarity 
that is lacking amongst most pro¬ 
testors, who would just as soon “not get 
involved” and let their friends be 
dragged off. 

The police-instigated riot wound its 
way through downtown Toronto for a 
couple of hours until people organized 
themselves to march back up to 
Queen’s park where it was decided to 
end it. A total of 28 arrests were made 
while 3 police were sent to the hospital. 
On our end, one womyn received inju¬ 
ries to her wrists when they were vio¬ 
lently twisted during arrest and then 
had plastic handcuffs applied so tight 
they cut off circulation. Many others 
received bruises and cuts but no one 
was seriously injured. 

There are many important lessons 
to be learned from this demonstration. 
The first and most important is that we 
can take the level of resistance much 
higher than mainstream demos. As we 


increase the pressure, through organ¬ 
ized acts of resistance to the state and 
police, our voices will be heard that 
much stronger. The anarchist demo in 
Toronto was by far the most effective 
we’ve heard of in the display of out¬ 
rage against the US massacre. Even 
in terms of media coverage, which lib¬ 
erals and pacifists hold so high on 
their agenda when considering “suc¬ 
cess” of a demo, the anarchists cre¬ 
ated the widest coverage of any demo 
in Toronto. 

Another important facet of the 
demo was the explicit anti-state and 
anti-police message throughout. If we 
are to realistically oppose the US 
empire, we must oppose all govern¬ 
ment as they are all complicit in war 
crimes and attrocities. The nature of 
government is oppression and exploi¬ 
tation. And if we are to oppose govern¬ 
ment, then we must oppose their 
armed strongmen —from the army to 
the cops (uniformed or not). It is suici¬ 
dal in the long run to make deals with 
the police during demonstrations. It 
compromises our integrity and effec¬ 
tiveness when waht we seek to ac¬ 
complish is drastic revolutionary 
change. No more deals with police, 
and no more deals with protest “lead¬ 
ers” who would sooner make deals 
with the cops than with activists. 
Repression on all levels must be 
opposed and fought and important 
steps in that direction were taken on 
July 4. 
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Who wiD resist fte Police Stale? 


I N 1983 reports indicated that 
Canada had the tenth largest 
number of people imprisoned of 
any country in the world; five 
years later, Canada has risen to either 
first or second place (some surveys 
place it behind the USA.) Despite this, 
the Canadian government doesn’t 
think there are enough people behind 
bars and is proposing to lengthen jail 
sentences. Are our leaders so stupid 
that they’re unaware of the numerous 
surveys which demonstrate that the 
threat of imprisonment does not deter 
crime, and imprisonment itself makes 
the victim more likely to commit further 
crime on being released? Some ar¬ 
gue that increased imprisonment is a 
government response to public pres¬ 
sure, but this won’t wash; a govern¬ 
ment willing to spend millions of tax¬ 
payers’ dollars to sell its “free trade” 
(sell-out of Canada) pact could make 
an effort to enlighten the public about 
prisons. Aside from stupidity, the only 
possible reason for their actions is a 
desire to see more violent crime occur¬ 
ring in Canada. 

This isn’t as far-fetched as it might 
at first sound. Our drug laws are 
geared to the same purpose. Certain 
groups are coming to see that it is not 
drug use itself, but the immense out¬ 
lays of cash needed by users to sus¬ 
tain their illegal addictions, that is 
causing drug-related crimes. But the 
authorities are stonewalling any sug¬ 
gestion that we consider legalizing 
drugs, and instead pushing for harsher 
penalties despite the evidence that 
this does nothing to reduce drug use. 

It is not hard to see why the state 
should want violent crime to increase; 
it will produce a law-and-order mental¬ 


ity among the voters which will cause 
them to support measures to turn 
society into a police state. Industrial 
society no longer needs large num¬ 
bers of workers; the growing army of 
unemployed, homeless former work¬ 
ers and farmers is an embarrassment 
ii would like to be rid of. The state 
would love to sweep these people off 
the streets permanently the way it did 
for the economic summit, and public 
acceptance of unlimited police power 
would make this possible. It will also 
make it possible for police to use the 
same sort of brutality in crushing pro¬ 
test that we saw used against the 
anarchists who protested shooting 
down of an Iranian plane. 

This desire to rid itself of surplus 
population is by no means confined to 
western capitalism. Gorbachov 
clearly wants to restructure Russia 
along capitalist lines (not that it didn’t 


follow that pattern already!), and the 
Marxist government of Ethiopia is 
starving two million people to death to 
put down a revolt. As for the social 
democrats, well, Mitterand is a social 
democrat and it is hard to find much 
difference between his policies and 
Reagan’s. Anarchism is the only so¬ 
cial movement that can be depended 
on to resist the growth of a police state. 
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28 anarchists “assault police” 


During the fun and frolicking of anar¬ 
chists July 4 there were 28 people who 
weren’t fortunate enough to escape 
the cops. Half were Canadians, 13 
were Americans, and one was from 
West Germany. The most common 
charge was assault/obstruct police. 
Most were released on $200 bail, with 
two bails being set at $750 and $1000 
for alledgedly stelaing a cop hat and 
stick. One was charged with drug 
posession but he was released when it 
was proven that it was for medical 
purposes. 

After release the 14 “foreign 
elements” were immediately re-ar¬ 
rested for entering the country ille¬ 


gally. Others had been arrested earlier 
in the weekend for similar reasons and 
“working illegally in Canada” for volun¬ 
teering at the Gathering. These two 
will set a date for trials on the 21 st. 

July 6 everyone was released 
under the condition that they leave the 
country by midnight that night, but had 
to return by the 8th for a court appear¬ 
ance or be served a bench warrant, 
though most have not shown up or 
weren’t able to get back into the coun¬ 
try in time. 

Sat. the 7th a man was charged at 
Kensington Carnival with Theft under 
$1000” for stealing a cop’s hat, and 
was released without bail. 













Gathering 


(cont. from page 1) 


We never forget Sabotage! 


discussion of the next day’s Day of Action, which was 
changed from the original plans to a demonstration con¬ 
demning the bombing of the Iranian plane which was 
carried out that morning (see front page). Finally an evalu¬ 
ation of this year’s gathering was held in which people 
commented on what went well and what went not so well. 

Overall the weekend was an enormous success. There 
is no substitute for face to face contact with that many 
anarchists; we W8re able to learn and debate our methods, 
plans and ideas together in a space unpolluted by political 
game-playing. 

As was promised, media were not let in with their 
equipment, though many were there without it. A couple of 
representatives of the hopelessly outdated and downright 
ridiculous statists The Bolshevik Tendency” were made 
very unwelcome but were generally left to rot when they set 
up a book table outside. Books such as “Counter Revolution 
and Kronstadt” escaped the trashing they deserved. An¬ 
other representative of the neo-Nazi Nationalist Party of 
Canada was asked to leave and did so without incident. 

The message publicly broadcast by this gathering was 
that anarchy is not about disorganization and mob rule, but 
about social re-organization on anti-hierarchical lines. All 
political idealogies have failed us, leaving only the growing 
anti-political, anarchistic battle for the future of the planet. 

For those from Toronto who attended the gathering, 
thanks, and we do hope to see you all again. Keep watching 
for info on future anarchist events in Toronto and else¬ 
where, and keep us posted on what you’re up to and how 
we can be involved. Keep on keeping on. 


MEDIA* 



WATCH 


L OOK, ma, we made the Toronto Gfobe andMaH'stionX 
page! The July 2nd report on the conference said in 
part: “Organizers were elated as more than 300 anar¬ 
chists from across North America turned out for a well- 
orchestrated — by anarchist standards, anyway —week¬ 
end of discussions, films, demonstrations and fun. No 
bombs were thrown.” 

Well, they underestimated our numbers by at least half 
and managed to slip in the standard equation of anarchists 
with bomb-throwers despite the absence of any discussion 
of this topic. Still, it was a fairly accurate account of the 
conference—by Globe and Mail standards, anyway. 


A tape editor at CTV studios was suspended without 
pay last week when management claimed she'd 
sabotaged equipment. Surveillance cameras alleg¬ 
edly spotted her tampering with video equipment, which 
she denies. CTV shares the same building as CFTO, where 
workers have been locked out. The management is offering 
jobs to anyone willing to forfeit their union. 

M EANWHILE, Bell Canada is struggling to repair 
phone lines severed during the two week old Bell 
strike. The workers are striking over issues such as 
the hiring of parttime workers, contracting jobs to non-union 
people, and wages. Bell, who incidentally have been re¬ 
peatedly brought to court for stealing from all of us (and 
have in some instances been forced to lower rates because 
they were making too much money!) will not give in. 

Phone lines in Ontario and Quebec were axed and 
sawed, and a connector box had its wires ripped out. There 
is no evidence or leads so far as to who is responsible, but 
union reps deny that it’s sabotage. This is probably only 
because sabotage is one action that cannot be brought 
under the union’s control, and the thing they fear the most 
is workers taking action without them, thus making them re¬ 
dundant (the fear of all parasites). However the incidents 
are clearly sabotage related to the Bell strike, and effective 
acts as well. What would be more effective (though we 
would by no means advocate such illegal actions!) is to cut 
phone lines leading into banks and other major corpora¬ 
tions so that it’s the businesses that suffer, not hospitals and 
ordinary people. 

A Prison in St. Jerome, Quebec was without its alarm 
system as a result of the downing of phone lines. Although 
Bell is seeking to increase security around its lines, Mr. 
Bourgeois, a Bell spokesperson said the company can do 
little to prevent damage to lines in remote areas. "You can’t 
have security guards every two feet along the cable lines...” 

Beil workers have also called upon all of us to withhold 
$50 from our phone bill this month. Bell cannot charge 
interest on that small an amount, nor are they likely to cut 
service. However it will hurt them for us all to take an 
interest-free loan from Bell, or at least it will disturb their 
cash flow. For those of us with little money this isn’t too hard 
to do! (Globe & Mail 4/7/88) 












